ITilu©  F©ir*(d. 


fi,f‘  $1.50  Dearborn,  Michigan,  February  11,1922  »;if  Ten  Cents 


How  Wall  Street  “Milked”  a Railroad 


In  the  House  Where  Abraham  Lincoln  Died 
Trying  to  Solve  the  Greatest  Riddle  of  Science 
The  Eight  Simple  Rules  of  the  “Health  Game” 


EDITORIALS: 

Mr.  Hays  and  the  Pictures— For  the  Sake  of  Votes 


The  Bonding  Mania— Hearst  Papers  Please  Copy 


Helping  the  Men  Who  Went  Wrong  Go  Right 
His  Highness  *the  “Carp”  Evicts  Native  Fish 
Making  the  Soldier  Bonus  a State  Investment 


The  Vatican,  the  World  and  Peace 


Chromcler  of  the  Neglected  Truth 


TOS  IO)IS^TO©]aH 


February  11.  19 


In  the  House  Where  Abraham  Lincoln  Died 

And  the  62  Years’  Quest  for  Mementoes  of  the  Great  Emancipator 


IN  1860  a lad  of  19  ran  a liille  news  slant!  in 
his  native  town,  Mount  Vernon.  Ohio.  When 
he  wasn't  bii.sy  scllinf;  iiapers  ami  copies  of 
the  few  magannes  then  published,  he  collected 
hugs  and  plants  and  anything  curious  that  scerneil 
worth  putting  away.  One  day  he  found  in  the 
bundle  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  which  came 
to  him  from  Pittsburgh,  a paper-covered  jiani- 
plilci,  entitled,  in  big.  flambnyaiit  type.  "The 
l.ife.  Speeches  and  Public  Service  of  .'\brahani 
Lincoln."  It  was  a samiilc  copy,  it  being  the 
policy  of  the  tlistribnlors  to  put  ini-,  the  bundle 
specimens  of  anything  new  which  came  along, 
the  understanding  being  that  if  the  sample  was 
not  sold  it  could  be  returned, 

Instead  of  offering  the  pamphlet  for  s.tle.  ilie 
young  news  stand  proprietor  read  it.  .\ml  when 
he  read  it  he  decided  to  neither  sell  nor  return 
it  to  the  distributors.  For,  though  a cheap  cam- 
paign document,  it  caused  him  to  vision  the  im- 
mortality that  was  to  come  to  its  subject.  He 
resolved  to  make  it  the  first  item  of  a col- 
Iccliun  of  material  having  to  <lo  with  Abra- 
iiain  Lincoln,  who  was  then  making  his  first 
camiiaign  for  the  presidency.  He  points  it 
out  to  you  now— displayed  prominently 
among  4.000  to  5,000  items  collected  during 
62  years  devoted  almost  wliolly  to  the  gath- 
ering and  preserving  of  relics  of  the  Great 
Emancipator. 

The  young  man's  name  was  Osborn  H. 
Oldroyd.  He  is  now  in  his  81st  year,  but 
is  as  active  as  a healthy  m.an  of  60,  and 
he  still  would  gladly  walk  10  miles  any  day 
to  get  some  little  ubjcci  that  bears  inti- 
mately or  importantly  on  the  life  of  his 
hero,  the  first  of  onr  mariyr-Prc.sideiits, 

His  collection  of  Lincolniaiia  is  the  great- 
est in  existence,  and  some  say  it  is  tiic  great- 
est collection  of  relics  of  one  man  ever 
gailicrcd  anywlierc  at  any  time.  In  it  you 
find  objects  used  by  or  associated  with  Lin- 
coln at  every  period  of  liis  life — clothes  that 
he  wore,  tlic  Bible  from  which  his  mother 
read  to  him  and.  on  flytcai  of  which  he 
nine  yc^rs  old, 

ami  other  fiinifiurc  used  by  Lincoln  in  his 
home,  i>hnlograi>h.s,  prints  and  newspaper 
clippings  imuimerablc.  Much  of  the  colicc- 
lion  has  more  than  mere  association  value; 
it  could  be  of  great  assistance  to  historical 
accuracy. 

It  is  housed  in  the  building  on  lOtli 
Mrcci,  Washington,  where  in  the  early  morn- 
ing of  April  iS,  1865,  Abrab.'im  Lincoln  died 
from  the  wound  inflicted  by  John  Wilkes 
Moulli  in  a box  at  Ford’s  Tlicalcr  across 
lilt  street  on  the  evening  before.  It  has 
heen  there  for  nearly  30  j-cars,  tlic  house 
being  owned  and  furnished  free  by  the  gov- 
ernmcMt  for  the  use  of  tlic  collection,  which 
is  still  the  private  properly  of  Mr,  Oldroyd. 

A vagrant  spark,  a carelessly  tossed  cigarct 
or  cigar  stub,  an  e.xposcd  electric  wire  might 
at  any  time  mean  the  destrnctioii  of  the 
collection  and  the  huilding  which,  of  course, 
is  itself  a sacred  bit  of  I.incoliiiana.  : 

Mr.  Oldroyd  lakes  you  into  a backroom  I 

and  points  onl,  as  it  liangs  in  weather-  I 

worn  display  case,  the  first  of  his  Lincoln 
relics,  the  old  campaign  book  of  the  '60's 
It  sold  tlum  for  25  ceiils;  a first  edition 
copy  of  it  now  probably  is  worth  hundreds 
of  dollars.  It  has  an  important  secondary 
value,  for  it  was  the  first  book  written  by 
William  Dean  HowcIL,  who.  long  before  his 
death  which  occurred  only  a short  lime  ago,  was 
the  recogui/cd  dean  of  American  letters. 

Mr.  Oldroyd  entered  the  Civil  War  at  its 
hcgmnmg.  as  an  enlisted  man  in  the  20th  Ohio 
Regiment  and  served  throughout  the  conflict. 
One  day,  near  the  clo.se  of  his  army  service,  his 
rcgimcm  was  halted  while  on  the  march  near 
Murfreesboro,  Tcimcsscc.  The  commander  read 
a message  winch  told  of  Booth’s  assault.  Tlic 
troops  were  taken  back  to  camp,  where  three 
bnUclins  were  posted  in  the  order  of  their  ar- 
rival. One  told  of  ilic  attack,  the  other  of  Lin- 
coln's serious  condition  and  the  last  of  the 
President’s  death. 

"I  asked  the  adjutant  if  1 couldn’t  have  those 
iHitlelms  after  they  were  no  longer  needed  for 
display,  says  Mr.  Oldroyd. 

_ "Make  amt  post  duplicates  ami  yon  can  have 
cm  now,’  the  ofliccr  replied. 

They  mark  the  after-war  resmuptiou  of  Mr 
Oldroyd  s eollccling.  Returning  home,  he  held 
several  slate  positions  at  different  times  during 
10  or  12  years,  but  devoted  all  Ins  spare  time  to 
hunting  and  all  his  spare  dollars  to  buying,  when 
buymg  was  necessary,  relics  of  his  hero, 

He  became  so  entranced  with  his  subject  that 
he  decided  to  make  its  pursuit  a life  work  He 
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moved  to  Sprmgtickl.  Illinois,  ami  rented  the  old 
Lincoln  home  and  lived  in  it  for  20  years  or 
more,  and  searched  all  the  country  around  there 
for  mementoes  of  Lincoln. 

Tlic  Lincolns  sold  their  liuusehold  goods  when 
they  moved  from  Springfield  to  Wasiiiiigtoii.  but 
Mr.  Oldroyd  managed  to  recover  several  of  the 
items.  They  are  on  display  in  the  Wasliingtoii 
house.  Tlierc  is  an  old-style  horsehair  sofa, 
several  chairs  and  tables  and  the  cooking  stove 
on  which  Mrs.  Lincoln  cooked  the  last  meal  she 
served  her  Inisbaiid  in  their  old  home,  and  Lin- 
coln's i>ld  Springfield  office  cliair  and  desk. 

A huge  craillc,  (he  like  of  which  you  never 
H'c  now,  was  recovered  also  and  is  now  in  the 
Oldroyd  collection.  In  it  the  Liiicolii  children 
wlien  infants  were  rocked. 

In  the  collection  there  is  a fence  rail  which 
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OSBORN  H.  OLDROYD, 

•la.id  in  .\ll.  Vernon,  Ohio, 


M'ho,  ^vhen  keener  of  a n 
two.  t-el.o  eolicctint  relict 
• ftii  haa  (i.en  nearly 


was  split  by  Lincoln  when  a boy.  Its  aiithen- 
iicily  was  attested  by  John  Hanks,  ilie  first  cou- 
sin. wlio  lauglit  Lincoln  to  read.  Tlierc  are 
mimerous  other  curious  relics  of  like  kind,  per- 
Imps  the  mo't  inicresting  of  which  is  a pass 
through  tlic  Union  lines  iii  Virginia— or  rather 
a sta^mciit  written  on  a Wliite  House  card  to 
the  effect  that  no  pass  was  needed — in  Lincoln’s 
handwriting  and  bearing  his  signature.  It  was 
wriitcii  the  cvciiiug  before  lie  was  slain.  It  is 
the  l.asi  bit  of  writing  that  survived  the  martyred 
rrcMdent.  It,  witli  one  of  the  very  few  sur- 
viving locks  of  hair,  was  owned  by  a man  who 
was  ail  ushi-r  at  the  While  House  at  the  time 
of  l.mcolu’s  death.  For  14  years  Mr.  Oldroyd  tried 
to  buy  the  two  relics,  bin  the  owner  refused  to 
sell  at  any  price.  Then  the  owner  died  ami  the 
widow  also  refused  to  sell.  After  a long  illness, 
the  widow  died  and  her  .sister  sold  the  relies 
to  procure  money  with  wliich  to  pay  the  widow’s 
doctor  bills  and  funeral  expenses.  It  reunired 
-0  years  pursuit  and  finally  a substantial  sum 
of  money  to  obtain  the  two  relics. 

But  mere  curios  make  up  only  a part  of  the 
collection.  It  contains  more  prints  and  pictures 
Qt  and  having  to  do  with  Lincoln  than  perhaps 
are  m any  other  place,  though  there  are  other 
good  collections  of  those  items  alone.  Mr.  Old- 


royd lias  a complete  set  of  all  the  cartoons  pub- 
lished by  London  /’inir/i  on  Lincoln.  They  tell 
the  story  of  Lincoln’s  career  in  the  White  House 
from  the  British  viewpoint  and  give  splendid 
insight  into  the  British  attitude  toward  several 
iiiteriiatiinial  ((uestions  which  arose  during  the 
Civil  War  between  the  two  countries.  He  also 
lias  a large  collection  of  cartoons  of  Lincoln  that 
apjieared  in  .American  publications.  .Most  of 
them  arc  amusing  and  some  even  arc  vicious; 
all  show  that  ilic  Great  Emancipator  did  not  c.s- 
cape  the  satire  and  (he  humor  of  the  cartoonists 
of  his  da}.  He  also  has  a vast  collection  of 
clippings  taken  from  newspapers  published  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  the  Lincohi-Donglas  debates, 
as  well  as  from  the  current  publications  during 
Lincoln’s  campaign  for  the  presidency,  and  at 
the  lime  of  his  assassination  ami  the  trial  of 
those  involved  m In-,  murder.  He  ii.as  more  than 
100  pictures  having  to  do  willi  the  assas-iiiatuin  am! 
funeral,  nearly  50  pIiotogra|>hs  of  Booth,  the  as- 
sassin, and  the  only  complete  set  of  photo- 
graphs of  all  those  convicted  of  conspiring 
with  the  actor.  .Among  his  clippings  there 
arc  more  than  200  complete,  or  reports  of. 
sermons  delivered  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
on  Lincoln’s  life  and  character,  and  227  an- 
tograplicd  tributes  and  reminiscences  of  fa- 
mous men  and  women.  The  collection  cmi- 
lains  more  tlian  20  statuettes.  bn-Us  and  life 
and  death  masks  of  the  Civil  War  Presi- 
dent. nearly  30  medallions  and  nearly  200 
political  and  memorial  medals  struck  in  his 
honor.  He  also  has  more  than  100  different 
photographs  of  Lincoln,  taken  at  different 
periods. 

Except  for  the  removal  of  the  furniture 
and  the  presence  of  many  mementoes  of  the 
occurrence,  the  room  in  which  Lincoln  died 
stands  now  very  much  as  it  was  at  tlic  lime 
of  his  death.  Even  the  same  paper,  now 
blanched  and  broken,  is  on  the  wall,  and  the 
same  wide  pine  boards  constitute  the  floor. 

It  would  seem  that  the  fates  wanted  the 
Great  Emancipator  to  die  amid  humble  siir- 
roiindiiiRs.  as  were  those  of  liis  iiiiancy  ami 
yoiitli,  for  the  house  wherein  he  breathed 
Ins  last  was  not  an  imposing  sirncinrc,  even 
m the  60s,  It  is  a thrcc-storicd,  narrow, 
bnck  building.  Wlicii  the  dying  President 
was  taken  there  it  was  a lodging  house,  and 
the  room  to  which  lie  was  carried  was 
among  the  humblest  in  the  dwelling.  It  is 
a narrow  room,  at  the  end  of  the  first-floor 
hall;  it  was  taken  probably  because  of  its 
convenience. 

Only  two  who  were  present  at  (he  Pres- 
idents death  arc  alive  One  is  his  son. 
Robert  T,  Lincoln,  and  the  otlicr  Dr.  Lcalc. 
who  lives  in  .\'ew  York. 

The  theater  building,  in  mostly  recon- 
structed form,  still  stands  and  is  the  prop- 
erty of  the  government. 

For  many  years  Congress  seems  to  have 
intended  to  take  over  the  Oldroyd  collec- 
tion of  Lincolmaiia  and  make  provision  for 
preserving  it  and  the  historic  building  which 
houses  It.  The  building  was  occupied  bv 
Mr.  Oldroyd  iii  1893.  Prior  (n  that  year  tlii; 
_ CMlIcction  was  oil  display  at  Springfield,  in 
the  old  Liiicdn  home,  which  Mr.  Oldrovd 
induced  Riibert  T.  Lincoln  to  give  to  the  slate. 

-After  the  Springfield  place  came  under  the 
control  of  the  slate,  Mr.  Oldroyd  was  made 
Its  superintendent,  but  a change  in  the  gover- 
norship caused  him  to  lose  his  place  He 
was  preparing  to  auction  off  his  collection  when 
he  Washington  Memorial  Association  asked  him 
vi,  ‘0  Capitol.  The  house  in 

ulncli  Lincoln  died  was  rented  for  it,  but  for 
mng  admission  fees  failed  to  provide  expenses. 
Congress  bought  the  house  and  for  more  than 
15  years  has  given  it  rent  free  to  Mr.  Oldroyd 
for  his  collection.  A .sign  kept  posted  in  the 
museum  says  that  whenever  Congress  or  others 
expenses  of  con- 

ducting  the  place,  admission  will  be  free 

I hope  Congress  will  take  over  the  collection 
nil  j government  property."  Mr. 

Oldroyd  declared.  "The  government  can  have 
the  collection  at  wliatever  price  it  wants  to  pay 
I have  no  hope  of  getting  as  much  from  the  gov- 
ernment as  I could  get  by  selling  the  collection 
piecemeal,  but  I want  the  collection  to  stay 
preferably  in  this  building, 
which  sh^ld  be  safeguarded  by  being  fire- 
proofed. These  things  should  be  here  where  any 
one  might  come  and  see  them  and  at  the  same 
time  see  where  the  great  man  died. 

biich  relics  as  these  vitalize  the  memory  of 
mm  who  was  associated  with  them.  They  prove 
that  the  licro  was  a human  being  and  not  a 
mere  copper-plate  image  which  idealized  persons 
long  dead  tend  to  become  in  the  average  mind." 
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A partial  view  of  tbe  (houaandi 
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Above — The  house  in  which  Linoolo  died.  Its  use  is  now  given 
free  lof  tbe  Oldroyd  colleclioo  oj  Liooolniana.  Below— The 
cabin  where  Lincoln  bade  bis  stepmother  goodby  before  leaving 
for  Washington  to  become  President. 


Above— Tbe  old  E'ord  Thetleri  where  Lincoln 
reconstructed.  Below— A photograph  of  Lincoln 
Tbe  bill  (in  the  center)  is  of  the  play  LIneoln  v 
when  he  suffered  hit  mortal  wound. 
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